
Colored Pencil Supply List 

For this class I have chosen to work with a specific group of 
manufacturers. You do not have to use what I use. You can substitute 
different brands if you already have them in your studio. The larger sets 
will contain all the colors used in the class. The other sets contain 
MOST of the colors. 

I have put together a list of ALL the supplies listed here on the 
DickBlick website. They will be marked with either Required or 
Recommended. You can decide which of the things you want to 
purchase through this list. Click Here to go to the list.  

Prismacolor Premier Colored Pencils- 72 or 132 colors.  I have chosen 
the 132 set for its wide range of professional grade colors. They come in a 
tin and are available to be purchased as singles. I think this is very 
important especially if you are serious about working in colored pencil. I 
have favorite colors which I use and purchase by the dozen.  

Prismacolor Premier pencils are vibrant, rich with a good lightfastness 
rating. This means they hold up well when exposed to light and do not 
easily fade. They tend to be waxy which some artists do not like. They are 
similar to a 2B graphite pencil in their coverage. Prismacolors can be found 
world wide in art as well as office supply stores. They also can be found 
online. 

An alternative is Faber Castell Polychromos colored pencils. These pencils 
are available in sets and singles. The consistency is more like an HB 
pencil. They are a professional grade pencil. They are more expensive than 
the Prismacolor and can be harder to find.  
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* If you are not going to work with Prismacolor make sure you can 
purchase pencils as singles or you will spend a lot of money buying sets of 
colors you will never use.  

Verithin Colored Pencils- Set of 36 colors. These color pencils are also 
made by Prismacolor. They come in a limited range of colors. They are 
available as singles. They are similar to 2H pencils and I use them for fine  
details and outlining. 
Derwent Inktense Watercolor Pencils- Set of 36 colors. I originally 
wanted to stay with Prismacolor to keep it all the same. Unfortunately it 
appears at this time Prismacolor is discontinuing their watercolor pencil 
line. I could only find them in sets and they were not available as singles. 
Derwent Inktense watercolors are available as sets and singles. The colors 
as the name implies are very vibrant. 

Prismacolor Colorless Blender Pencil- This looks just like a regular 
colored pencil but without the pigment.  It is used to smooth color and value 
transitions and blends pencil strokes together. 

Rapesco Pencil Sharpener- 64 or 74 model. This is the BEST manual 
pencil sharpener I have ever found. It can be a little tricky to use but there 
is a video to help you properly use it in the class videos. This little 
sharpener will give you a super sharp point. It will not “eat” your pencils like 
other sharpeners do and it doesn’t require batteries. Purchase On Amazon 

Watercolor Brushes- I normally use synthetic watercolor round brushes. 
They are relatively inexpensive. I use #000, #2, #4 and #10. 

Solvents Solvents are used to dissolve the wax in colored pencils. This 
allows for complete coverage of the paper without heavy layers. They are 
used sparingly and will always intensify the colors. 

Tombow Colorless Marker- This is a magic marker that contains no color. 
It is a clear solvent used to blend colored pencils. It will eliminate the 
texture of the paper and make the colors more vibrant. The nylon brush tip 
works like a paintbrush to create fine, medium or bold strokes while the fine 
tip gives consistent lines. Prismacolor also makes a colorless marker but I 
prefer the Tombow one.  
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Prismacolor Colorless Marker- Dual-tip colorless blender marker has a 
thick end for creating soft color blends and a fine point to help you clean up 
details. 

Other Solvents 
Turpenoid is an ordorless solvent similar to turpentine but not as toxic. It is 
typically used to clean brushes when oil painting. If you have this in your 
studio you can experiment with it but I would not recommend buying it as it 
is flammable. 
  
Baby oil is available in any drugstore and can also be used to dissolve the 
wax in the colored pencil. 

Papers 

Strathmore 400 series Drawing paper- This is an all around artist grade 
drawing paper that is acid free and readily available. It is not my first choice 
of paper but it is inexpensive and archival. I mostly use it for graphite but it 
will work for this class. 

Legion Stonehenge Printmaking paper- This is a  professional  paper I 
use mostly for colored pencil. It comes in a variety of sizes in pads. It also 
comes in a 6 beautiful soft neutral colors which are available in sheets 22 x 
30. I recommend the white paper in a 9 x 12 or 11 x 14 pad. 

Grafix Dur-a-lar Double Frosted Mylar- This is a plastic paper that has a 
microscopic frosted finish on both sides. I recommend a 9 x 12 pad that is .
05 mil thick and double sided. We will use this paper in a few different ways 
in the class. If you are on a budget you do not have to purchase it. Please 
keep in mind it does some interesting effects that you can not achieve with 
regular drawing paper. 

Strathmore 400 Series Toned Gray Sketch Paper- This is an inexpensive 
paper that is fun to work on for doing colored pencil work on a gray 
background. I recommend the 9 x 12 or 11 x 14 pad. 

Watercolor HotPress Paper- For artists who want to work on a 
professional quality paper but can not find Stonehenge you can use 
hotpress 140 lb watercolor paper. I recommend Lana Aquarelle, Fabriano 
or Arches. 
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Ball Stylus- This handy little tool comes in a variety of sizes. It usually has 
a wooden handle with a metal point with a round ball at the tip. It is used to 
impress lines into the paper. The larger the ball on the end the thicker the 
line it will produce. 

Photos- 
For each lesson you will be given photo references. It is not mandatory to 
purchase specimens. I always recommend people work from life but realize 
this is not possible worldwide due to availability and time of year. You are 
welcomed to work from your own photos if you have them. The photos 
provided are either ones I have taken myself or have purchased from a 
stock company. They are intended to be used as a learning tool and not for 
resale or exhibition purposes. 

Questions? Contact Mindy at: MLighthipe@mac.com  
www.MindyLighthipe.com 
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